
Like 2000, always, Hobos in Camelot – October 4, 2019 
 
Grand Poobas: 
 
*Reminder there is no school next Friday, October 11th 
for teacher in-service, the weekend is also extended with no school on the 14th 
– hope you can enjoy the long weekend with your pre-adolescent! 
 
*A group of students from many classrooms met with me 
last week to discuss their hopes for Camelot School from a student 
perspective.   The students were very thoughtful, respectful of each other and the school 
and communicated as a representative 
for their peers very well.  The group, called Principal’s Cabinet will meet bi-monthly 
throughout the year and their wishes are communicated to the staff. 
 
*Boys and Girls Club offers a tutoring program, below is the information for those who wish 
to be a part.  The registration flyer is attached to this 
email. 
 
“Dear Parent/Guardian: 
ClubTutors is a prevention program that assists Club members in grades 4 and 5, 
who require additional assistance to complete their homework afterschool. Members will 
meet in the “Reading Headquarters (RHQ)” and the “Math Den” rooms Monday through 
Friday from 4:00 to 5:00PM (3:00-4:00PM on Wednesdays) to receive homework assistance. 
The Club Tutors Lead staff will be in contact with your child’s teacher on a 
regular basis. Regular contact supports clear communication regarding your 
child’s assignments and progress within the program. 
Club Tutors daily routine: 
 At 4:00PM (3:00PM on Wednesdays) Club Tutors will be announced over the Club intercom, 
telling youth to report to their designated room for the program with their backpacks. 
(Participating youth are responsible for coming to their Club Tutor room when announced. 
If staff have to repeatedly search for members out in the Club, they will receive a Teachable 
Moment.) 
Once all participating members arrive they will engage in a group “Brain Break” 
activity. 
Members will present their class planners to staff and they will discuss what 
homework needs to be completed during the program each day. (If members 
have completed their homework before arriving to the program or if no homework 
is indicated in their planner, they can leave to participate in regular Club programming.) 
Members will work towards completing their required daily tasks. They can leave each day 
at 5:00PM (4:00PM on Wednesdays) when the program ends, or earlier if they complete 
their tasks ahead of schedule. 



Parents will be emailed a weekly newsletter containing pictures and a brief synopsis of what 
transpired in the program that week. Parental support is crucial in your child’s continued 
success. To show your support of this program, please sign the bottom portion of this letter 
that indicates agreement of your child’s daily involvement with Club Tutors and drop off at 
the Club. 
Please feel free to contact us with questions or concerns: 
 
Brookings 1st-5th Club: 605-692-3333 Lead Club Tutors Youth Development 
Specialist: Keesha Barnes kbarnes@greatfuturessd.org.” 
 
 
 
*The girl scouts will be visiting with all Camelotgirls next week.  A flyer for 
registration will be given to each young lady. 
 
*A parent/principal meeting will be held October 
29th at 5:45-7:00 in the Camelot cafeteria.  The gathering will be a simple, informal time to 
converse on any subject you wish.  
 
*Much is made each year of standardized tests and comparative data to other districts and 
states.  It is a wonderful American tradition to compete, likely part of an engine that has made 
us, uniquely “us”.  But in education, winners and losers is a deleterious formula, creating a 
false sense of pride and inherently delimiting influence.  Collective data, quite frankly, lies, and 
has little use to real individual developmental growth.  It is not functional for a classroom 
teacher 
or a parent, for that matter and has no value to daily effort.  Comparative data diminishes the 
labor, the targets and the true meaning and purpose of what schools must be about:  potential 
meeting opportunity and shepherding 
those possibilities.  So many parts of standardized testing are flawed and forced…well, I won’t 
belabor(maybe another time) – but let me say this to those who find solace and some sort of 
weird vindication in social media-ing vitriol to educators in the comparative context of sister 
schools. Brookings educators care more about the child in front of them, than an artificial 
education scoreboard of winners and losers.  Aggregates are purely pedestrian in both nature 
and worth to any educational endeavor that attempts to serve EVERYONE. Scores are fun and 
entertaining on fields and floors, let’s keep them out of the classroom.  Assists no one. But fine 
fodder for gossip shops. 
 
My personal luck is 40 years in education, working in and with a great portion of 
school districts in South Dakota as a teacher, administrator, professor, coach,  Board member 
and parent.  Brookings is a model, a district with the courage and fortitude to provide students 
what they need, what is right, and what will allow every opportunity to transform gifts 
given into a life well-lived.  I am new enough to have the perspective of experiential reflection 



and a new enough Bobcat to lack the bias of insulation.  Know your luck, 
Brookings.  Brookings community and district cares about each unique child in ways that will 
equip every student with all they need to pursue their rights to happiness. Brookings does not 
seek the hopeful sub-benefit of teaching to the test to improve public perception.  And this 
district does not substitute honors and lists and sensationalized report cards, for attending to 
the real and relevant skill growth that serves us all, and forever.  YOUR individual child, 
singular, 
distinct and full of hope, is all that matters in Brookings.  No ranking or graph or three-days of 
testing measures that. 
 
(**PS – the theme for the Hobo Day Parade in 2000 was “ Hobos in Camelot” fitting tribute to 
the relationship of school and school? Probably not, but cool to remember!) 
 
 
Loyal subject and servant to Camelot and the Brookings Community – Kevin 

 
“Do the right thing, because it is the right thing to do.” 

 


